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Abstract

The objective of the present study is to enhance efficiency of microwave power
transmission by phase optimization of a phased array antenna including power loss, especially
including digital phase shifter loss. A large-scale phased array antenna is adopted as a microwave
power transmitter of a solar power satellite. A phase shifter is an essential device in the phased array
antenna to control the wireless power beam direction. In this study, we take into account insertion
loss of the digital phase shifter, which directly affects the transmission efficiency; whereas it was
neglected in conventional phased array antenna studies. During the period of this research grant, we
developed an efficient beamforming algorithm for large-scale phased array antennas including
digital phase shifter loss. The algorithm is to maximize the array gain of the phased array antenna in
a desired direction by searching for the optimal phase of each antenna element. We formulated this
problem as a combinatorial optimization problem and decomposed it into element-wise subproblems
by the real rotation theorem. By the algorithm, we confirmed drastic improvement of computational
time to solve the problem, and improvement of the array gain compared to the conventional phase
allocation method assuming “uniformly excited phased array”. Also, we constructed a 1-dimensional
12-elements phased array and measured the antenna patterns. We confirmed effectiveness of our
developed algorithm through the experimental measurements and results as well as numerical

simulations.
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